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Hello everyone, and if I haven’t seen you yet a somewhat belated Happy New Year! I hope you have all had a restful 
break over the Christmas period and a productive January and February. How time flies, only another month before we 
start sailing again! 
Your club volunteers, which make up the various committees, have all been hard at work preparing or our new sailing 
season. In addition to the usual new year planning the Executive Committee have also been very busy looking at the 
options for our Galley service, a particular mention must go to Matt China and Mick(s) Harker and Whitmore in this 
regard. As mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter, the option discussed at the AGM follow-up meeting to offer extended 
opening with a service to the public is not viable and we have therefore gone out to tender for a “club members only” 
service. Investigating the options and preparing tender documents have been time consuming and required considerble 
effort, but we are on target to get a service in place for the start of the season provided there is a response to the ten-
der. So if you know anyone who might be interested in this opportunity please spread the word!
I look forward to catching up with you all either at one of our working party days or the Casino themed Fitting Out 
Supper.

Happy Sailing!

Peter Hayward | Commodore
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We are hoping to have a bit of a tidy up of all of the trailers 
at the rear of the club.

If you have one at the club that isn’t in regular use or under 
your boat as a cradle for a trolley and boat, could I ask that 
you take it home if possible, I realise that this is not possible 
if you have a large Catamaran trailer or double stacker 
maybe, but if we could clear the small single trailers that 
would make a bit more room,  small single Laser trailers for 
example can easily go in a back garden or better still, under 
your laser to help hold it down.

The board shed at the side of the club is now in a very poor 
condition and will soon need to be demolished completely, if 
you have any gear in the board shed, this will need to be 
removed as soon as you are able to do so. 

If you are the owner of one of the Toppers in the racking 
at the front by the promenade, these will also need to be 
removed please.  Any gear left in the board shed or on the 
racking at the front will be deemed to belong to ex members 
who have abandoned it. I know some members have some kit 
in the board shed, if you would like to see me at the club or 
give me call we can arrange some alternative storage for you.

The sailing committee still has some boats to dispose of a 
couple of old but very cheap Toppers, a Laser Vago in near 
new condition and an RS Feva XL, again in nearly new 
condition. All would attract a discount if sold to a club 
member.

On a personal note, I’ve already started planning my cam-
paign to regain the Pratt Trophy, last won by me in 2009
I have a new sail coming, tactically designed to be more 
efficient in stronger winds, some might call it a radial. A new 
bottom section to go with it! I’ve also been in training over 
the winter months; I have optimised my racing weight for 

strong winds and have mastered the art of getting my feet 
under the toe straps after tacking. My last sail in a Laser was 
a bit damp!

Mick Whitmore | Vice Commodore

March 12th: (evening) Fitting out Casino Night

March 13th - Sailing Starts

March 12th (daytime) Boats back to Beach /Dutyman Q&A

March 26th - Bridge Refresher & Race Officer Course

April 13th - First Wednesday Night

April 16th - Safety Boat Refresher Course

Dates for
Your Diary

> A few words from the Vice...



During these cold bleak months the sailing committee has been working hard to prepare 
for the 2016 sailing season. The sailing programme is now complete and is packed with 
more training for club members, our regular open day, Laser coaching, the federation, the 
PRATT regatta, committee boat starts, and our normal opens with the addition of the Scor-
pion fleet and the return of the Spitfire fleet to ESSC!
Wednesday evening races are now up to 21 and Seaweek sees the first ever PRATT sprint 
race to Pevensey Bay and back! It’s certainly going to be a busy, yet great year for ESSC!
As always the sailing committee is on the lookout for new ideas and help with events so 
if you think that’s you then please feel free to see any one of us, preferably with an extra 
piece of cake in your hand!
As for me I’m looking forward to using my new carbon daggerboards, which are longer with 
more curve, and my new mainsheet system which is all incorperated within the boom sock 
for better aero. If I can just keep the “A” upright I hope to be onto a winner!

Wishing everyone a great sailing year!
Ben Daigneault | Sailing Secretary

A warm welcome to Paul and Sarah Dennington, our first new members of 2016!

Paul and Sarah, who are the daughter of Dave and Liz Lardner, have joined us as social members.
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On Saturday 2nd April at the club there will be an RYA First Aid course available for 
club members.
The price is £50 per person (for club members) and will include lunch.

You will need to bring a copy of the St John’s First Aid Manual with you (available from 
Amazon)

The course will also cover some baby resuscitation to help the parents or grandparents 
of our newest members.
Numbers are limited so to provisionally book a space please use the Training Booking 
form on our website to pay a 20% deposit (£10). The final amount will be payable at last 
one week before the course and we will confirm the balase once numbers have been 
confirmed.

For more information, please contact Ricky Whitmore.

> A Note from the Sailing Secretary

> RYA First Aid Course for Members

> Welcome to new members!



> Dinghy Instructors Course

> For Sale - RS400 1301

Pevensey Bay are looking to hold a Dinghy Instructors course very soon. There are potential spaces available to ESSC 
members. If you are interested in becoming a Dinghy Instructor or would like some more information about the course 
and what is involved, please contact Ricky Whitmore.

Original hull replaced by RS sailing in March 2012 with new IOW built 
version. 
Mainly club raced with good results in mixed handicap racing. The boat 
is well maintained and comes as a complete package, with several sets 
of sails in good condition. Righting lines are fitted to the boat to assist 
recovery from a capsize and it also has combi trailer plus top cover & 
undercover. 
Unfortunately as I now have to stop sailing the boat is looking for new 
owner. Ideally I’m looking to sell it within the club to bolster the 
asymmetric fleet and provide good racing for its new crew.

    £5500 

Please contact me for more information.

Peter Daigneault | 07711 757986 | email: pdaigneault1301@gmail.com

> Duty Refresher Days

Motorboat Refresher Bridge Refresher &
Race Officer Course

If you need a little refresher, or are carrying out a mo-
torboat duty for the first time in 2016, then it would be a 
good idea to sign up for the Motorboat refresher course.

- Learn the Ropes
- Learn the correct procedures
- Learn what a motorboat duty involves.

There will be a number of sessions throughout the day. 
If you are interested in signing up, see either Mick or 
Gary at the club when the season starts.

Saturday 16th April Saturday 26th March

Sarah Smith will be running a Bridge refresher course 
for those member who need to dust off their bridge 
skills, or who will be performing a bridge duty for the 
first time in 2016.

Combined with this, Clare Day will also be running a 
Race Officer course, so you can learn how to effectively 
run and manage a race.

If you are interested in signing up see Sarah or Clare at 
the club when the season starts.

> Reminder to Members
Please can all members make a point of ensuring that the changing room doors are closed properly prior to going out 
sailing.  This will be particularly important during the early weeks of the season, when there might not necessarily be so 
many members around the club when we on the water.     - ESSC Executive Committee



> Dutyman Tutorial
You will very shortly be recieving notification of your duty allocations for 2016.  As you will be aware from both the boat 
owners meeting and the AGM the club has now switched to the Dutyman system.

In your welcome email you will all recieve a username and password to be able to log in. These details are system generated, 
and you are able to change your password once you have logged in.  PLEASE keep a note of your log in details. 

A subsequent email will confirm your duty dates for the year. 

Upon logging in, you will see this screen: Your individual duties will be highlighted in red.
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Choose to see in Calendar 
or list view. List is easier 
to see more at a glance.

All duties are in the same order, 
so you can see timings, dates 
and who you are with. 

The easy left hand naviga-
tion shows you the options 
available to you. 
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Click here if you need to 
swap a duty.

Click here you add your duty 
dates to your smartphone.
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> Confirming your duties for the year 
When you log in you will see that there is a prompt on the right hand side to confirm your duties. This is ESSEN-
TIAL to the running of the system, if you are happy with the dates, please do confirm them. You can either do this 
from the button down the right hand side, or when you click on your duties from the calendar view. 
By confirming from the calendar view you can do them one by one.

When you confirm, it will ask if you would like to recieve notifications.  This is also very important, so please click 
YES, otherwise it will not remind you nearer the time, and we would like to avoid any incidents!

> Duty Reminders
You will recieve a reminder from Dutyman 7 days before your duty is due to take place. It is a simple reminder, 
the subject line will read ESSC: Duty Reminder, and the email will show from ESSC via Dutyman.  It will also ask 
you to confirm, all you need to do is click on the link to do this. 
I will still be checking this week to week, so if I see your duty has not been confirmed, I will need to contact you 
to make sure the you are able to fulfil it.
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Select the duty you would like 
to swap. Scroll down until you 
find it. All of your duties will 
be highlighted in red. Once 
chosen, click this button - 

The duties you can request to 
swap to will be marked with 
the purple arrows - 
The add your message and 
complete.

Alternatively you can hit the 
multi select button and mes-
sage up to 20 people at one 
time. Then add your message 
and complete.

Although it is now a lot more automated I will still be on hand to help wherever you need it. I am notified when 
any swaps are requested, accepted etc so am in the loop throughout the whole process and I am still contactable 
by email. - strawberrysauce4@gmail.com

The first few Sunday’s of the year I will have dutyman running on the big screen at the club, so I am more then 
happy to talk you through it. I will also be around on the 12th March, the day the boats are moved back onto the 
beach for the same thing. Don’t be afraid to come and ask!

> Still need some help?

> Swapping Duties

> Performing a duty for the first time?
As previously mentioned in the newsletter the club will be running both a Bridge Refresher Day and also a 
Motorboat Refresher day. If you are scheduled for a duty that you haven’t performed before, we would encourage 
you to come along to one/both of these days to learn the ropes,
It is important that you are comfortable with what you are doing, so if you have any queries, do raise them on the 
refresher days.

 - Mick Whitmore and Gary Smith will be running the motorboat refresher course, and will take members out in 
small groups to make sure they can help in as much detail as is needed.
 - Sarah Smith will be running the Bridge Refresher day, along with Clare Day who will be running a Race Officer 
course, to help you learn how to best run a race day.

If you are interested or would like some more information you can discuss with any of the members running the 
courses at the start of the season.

Nikki Daigneault | Rota Officer



Saturday 12th MarchSaturday 12th March 7pm| 7pm

Contact the social team TO SIGN UP!
ESSCSOCIALTEAM@GMAIL.COM   

each

catch up with everyone and have a  fun filled night!

3 course meal Dress to impress!

Your Executive Committee promised to keep you up to date on progress in finding new caterers following Liz and Lynn’s 
retirement in December.

Those of you at the AGM will remember that the favoured option of the Executive was to seek a catering partner who 
would operate catering facilities at the club on a commercial basis, with the idea being that it would be open throughout 
the week and would be open to the public at large.  It was felt that this would provide the best financial return, both to 
the caterer and to the club and, indeed, would help raise the club’s profile to prospective new members.
However, this proposal required approval from Eastbourne Borough Council, as it would mean a “change of use” under 
our lease. The Council considered our proposal and was not willing to grant a change of use for a commercial caterer to 
trade from the club.  Furthermore, it also become apparent that opening up the user clause in our lease would mean that 
the Council would be highly likely to increase our rent significantly to a more commercial rent in the future.
Therefore, your Executive has decided not to pursue this option further and is now actively seeking a catering partner to 
provide catering facilities solely to club members.

If you know of anyone who might be interested in supplying catering services to the club, please ask them to contact the 
Club Secretary, Lynne Kiernan, at catering@sailing-at-eastbourne.co.uk

We will update you again as soon as there is anything significant to report.

Mark Fryer | Communications Officer

> Galley Update

> News from the Social Team
If you havent bought your tickets for the Fitting Out Casino Night yet, contact the social team to get your tickets now! It 
will be a great way to catch up with members you havent seen for a while, and enjoy a little flutter.

The bar will be open for the evening and your ticket price includes a 3 course meal! Dont Miss out!



I was so sorry to hear of Cliff ’s demise, we had known each 
other for many years.

Whilst he was a member of Sovereign SC & I was at East-
bourne SC, we were both respective Sailing Secretaries and 
obviously got to know each other very well because a lot 
of the clubs’ sailing was combined, plus both clubs helped 
each other with their open events.  Also as we both sailed 
on the same piece of water, good respect for each other was 
paramount! 

He achieved Commodore at Sovereign SC in 1986 through 
to 1988, which was due reward for all his commitment to 
the Club.  

He was a very dedicated & competitive Dart 18 racer, giving 
no quarter when racing and also very vocal in making his 
thoughts known to all.  But he also enjoyed the camaraderie 
and the social side at the bar especially on Sunday nights 
after racing! 

His philosophy was always, whatever you are doing, do the 
best you can. But always have fun. A trait that he always 
maintained throughout his life, be it work or play!

Back in 2000, having spent many years with Brian Holt racing 
our 505’s and then the Flying Dutchman, we bought Cliff ’s 
Dart 18 for a bit of class racing in the Dart fleet & also in 
handicap fleet along with the Hobie 16s.
Although this cat sailing wasn’t our best sailing, it was defi-
nitely a bit of fun for us.

At the funeral service, it was nice to see so many Club 
sailors paying their respect, along with many others from his 
other main hobbies, Golf & Rugby.

Long may his memory be shared, god rest Cliff.

Peter Daigneault 

Cliff Harvey 
1945-2016

> Remembering Past Members

Margaret
Brunning

The club was recently informed of the sad passing of one of 
the clubs former members Margaret Brunning.

Margaret was in her 90s and was married to member Laurie 
Brunning who sadly passed away in recent years. Laurie was 
a former commodore at Eastbourne Sailing Club before the 
merger and Margaret was an honorary member of the club.

On the death of her husband Laurie, the club at the wish 
of Margaret, scattered Laurie’s ashes at sea. This was car-
ried out by Seahorse. The family also made a very generous 
donation to the Seahorse fund raising compagin of £5,000 in 
Lauries’s memory.

The funeral, should anyone wish to attend, is at Eastbourne 

Crematorium, in the Main Chapel on Friday 26th February. 
The family have requested that in due course when the 
weather is a little better, that Margaret’s ashes are also scat-
tered at sea, so she can be with Laurie once again. The club 
have agreed to do this willingly.

Our thoughts are with Margaret’s family 
at this sad time. 


