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motor boat crews on the 18
th
 April, so if you want to get a little practise in before doing a duty for real, speak to 

Mick Whitmore or Ben Dago.  

The Bridge course included much discussion on executing Wednesday evening races, probably the hardest races 

to run in our club sailing programme. It also brought home the fact that our first PRATT race is only a few weeks 

away. Much fevered winter preparation seems to have been going on in the PRATT dinghy park, new boats and 

trick bits are hot topics of conversation; plus I hear rumours that some more “Top Guns” are joining in this sea-

son… should be good!  

Happy sailing! 

 

Pete Hayward 

Commodore 

From the Commodore 

Hello all, I am writing this on the first day of British 

Summer Time, although with a 50 knot Gale blowing 

outside it hardly seems like summer!  

It has, however, been an opportunity to complete a few 

of those last jobs around the house before the DIY 

“season” ends and sailing begins properly. 

A lot has been going on at ESSC since our last Newslet-
ter.  The Dinghy Show has been and gone, those who 
went, in addition to being relieved of their hard earned 
cash, were full of talk about the new foiling Whisper cata-
maran.  

We had a fantastic Fitting-Out Supper with a great meal 
provided by Liz and Lyn and a lot of hard work put in by 
our new social team to make the club look outstanding 
on the night….if you didn’t go, you missed a great even-
ing! Boats have returned to the beach and our first sailing 
series, the Warming Pan, has completed. 

Yesterday I sat in on a very well attended Bridge Training 
course run by Sarah Smith. Everyone found it extremely 
useful and a timely refresher for those undertaking duties 
this year.  There is an equivalent refresher session for  

Welcome! 
 
A very warm welcome to the club to the 
following new members, who have 
joined since the last newsletter: 
 
Keith Twaites and Sarah Gosling-
Davis, who have both joined as Social 
Members. 
 
The Geal Family, with Dave, Anna & 
Suzy joining as Family Members and 
Alex joining as a Young Adult. 

Boat Moving Made Easy! 

 

My thanks to everyone who  helped out mov-

ing boats back on to the beach last month. 

Once again, many hands made light work and 

we were completed before we knew it!  A few 

Lasers may be out of place and whilst we have 

made attempts to tie them down, please 

check your own craft, as it is ultimately the 

responsibility of the owner. 

Ben Dago 
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 A few dates to take note of in April are the Easter Egg Trophy on the 6th, Safety Boat Refresher course on 18th 
and the start of the Wednesday night series on 22nd!  Some new Lasers have appeared at the club with more 
members joining in the "fun", so expect the PRATT series to be even more popular in 2015!  
 
Talking of new boats at the club, I welcome the addition of a Dart16X and Albacore with Clare and John Day, 
Lasers for Mick Whitmore, Peter Dives and Andy Jeffries, and a Feva for Phil Hepburn. Rumour has it a new 
RS800 is on the way and an improved A-class may be touching the water soon... allegedly!  
 
Ben Daigneault 
 
Sailing Secretary 

Sailing Update 

And we're back! 

 

So we're into the new season, albeit with a slower 

start than normal, having a few cold and misera-

ble Sundays. 

 Those hardy enough to brave the freezing water 

have had some close races, whilst blowing the 

cobwebs away and ironing out those creases that 

have set in during the winter. However, Spring is 

now here and I'm looking forward to sunny sea 

breezes with our usual excellent racing!  

Social Calendar 
 
Sat 7 March: Fitting Out Supper 
Sat 18 April: Quiz Night 
Sat 30 May: 70s themed evening 
Sat 4 July: Foodie Evening 
Sat 25 July: Americas Cup session 
Thurs 13 Aug: Pub Walk 
Fri 14 Aug: Games Night 
Sat 15 Aug: Pimms on the Prom 
Sat 10 Oct: Casino Night 
TBC: Laying Up Supper 
TBC: Xmas Buffet 

Social News 

The Social Committee have met a couple of times and we 
have a provisional plan for the year! 
 
We are very grateful to have a number of 'willing helpers', 
people who have offered their support for some of the 
events.  If any member has any suggestions or ideas to 
put to the Social Committee we will be very willing to hear 
them. Please contact Claire Whitmore, Mandy or Holly 
Batchelor, Jacky Thomas, Nikki Daigneault, or Carole 
Whitcher. 
 
Meanwhile, please remember to support our 'Quiz Night' 
in the clubhouse on April 18th at 7pm - only £5 with a 
Ploughman’s Supper - contact the team to book your tick-
et. 
 
Jacky Thomas 
 

Bridge Duty Refresher 
 

We had our bridge duty refresher on 28th March with 9 members taking advantage of the teachings 

on offer. It's fair to say all learnt something and enjoyed the session. Many thanks to Sarah Smith for 

offering her wealth of information and experience. 
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News from the Rear 

 
The Exec  have agreed that club members 
may renew their own  parking permits this 
year. 

 Eastbourne Borough Council have confirmed 
that the standard renewal cost is £40, which 
can be done online, or By Credit or Debit Card 
(please phone  0800288097 or 01323 
415183).  

Alternatively, download a form and send 
it  with a cheque  to 1 Grove Road,Eastbourne 
BN21 4TW . 

 
Or you can  call   01323 410000, ask for Rika 
Evans of Customer First Team, who says we 
can get a discount when we say the renewal 
is for a ESSC member. 

 

Steve Goddard 

Time as always moves rapidly on and the first Wednesday of sailing will soon be upon us! 
 
We have started to plan the evening menus, with the first already on display in the clubhouse.  For those mem-
bers who are new to the Club, the procedure is to indicate one's choice of menu on the noticeboard sheet, pref-
erably by the Sunday before.  This will give us time to purchase the ingredients.  Anyone forgetting to order can 
contact Liz on 07815816130. 
 
Anyone wishing to pay online needs to see Liz who will supply the requisite Bank details. 
 
Liz & Lynn 
The Club's smiling & courteous Caterers! 

April at a glance: 
 
Sat 4 April: Sussex Regatta 
Sun 5 April: Spring Series 
Mon 6 April: Easter Egg Trophy 
Sun 12 April: Spring Series 
Sat 18 April: Safety Boat Refresher 
Sat 18 April: Quiz Night (7pm) 
Sun 19 April: Spring Series 
Wed 22 April: Wednesday Evening Series 
Starts 
Sun 26 April: Spring Series 
Wed 29 April: Wednesday Series 

From The Galley 

2015 Open Events 

Our two opens are coming up in May and we need people to help out, both on land and sea.  If you think you 
can offer some assistance, please see the club room notice board or Sarah Smith, who will gladly accept any 
help available!  
 
The RS Open is on the weekend of 9th/10th May and the Cat / Contender / Shadow Nationals weekend is on the 
weekend of 30th/3st May. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Ben Dago 
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Our open day is on the 16th May, giving members of the public a chance to pop in and see what we're all about. 
As usual we are advertising in the local paper and on social media and hope to fill Ricky's training course with 12 
slots available. It would be fantastic if the club felt alive and buzzing with members, both on and off the water, so 
feel free to pop down for some cake, chit chat and perhaps some show boating!  
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Back in 1963, a school friend suggested we cycle to Pevensey Bay 
Sailing Club where his  sister was taking part in sailing. Through Hamp-
den Park & along the old Lottbridge Drove, past the gas works and 
down to the Bay. Little did I know this would become a major part of my  
life!  After a couple of Sundays, a young lad came up and asked if I’d 
like to sail with him in the Cadet dinghy. We arranged a sail for the fol-
lowing week and he told me to wear something that I wouldn’t mind get-
ting wet!  Sailing clothing at that time was mainly jeans & trainers, a 
jumper topped off with a plastic smock and a kapok buoyancy jacket.    
The lad was a certain Peter White  and we sailed in the Club’s Cadet 
no. 2377 named” Chris”.  Peter is still a member of the club and is now 
their Club President - a fitting position to reflect his many years of ser-
vice and commitment. 

I got mum & Dad interested to take me down to the club and they 
watched as we ventured out.   My enthusiasm was so evident that they 
and also became involved in the club:  Mum taking on Race Box duties 

Dago’s Dinghy Days 

and Dad helping out on the rescue boat. 

Time came to think about having my own Cadet, so  1071 “Surf Ryda” duly arrived.  Older than most in the class - 
it even had cotton sails, which, although great on handicap rating, proved very heavy when allowed to get wet!!  
The purchase of new dacron sails followed, with a more modern larger spinnaker as well.  One of my crew, Di-
ane,  was Dave Lardner’s sister. Their dad, Len, and my dad, Romeo, worked together at British Syphon and 
Dave (who sailed with the rest of his family at Artisan’s Club) and I soon became friends (the young Winkle & I)! 

In those days most sailing clubs had fleets of boats, such as Cadet, Enterprise, Graduate and the newly emerging 
Mirror 10. Plus the odd cat fleet as well, and you could only join a Club if you had a boat in any of their class 
fleets.  It was only after a year or two’s membership that you might be allowed to change your boat for a non-
class boat, which would then swell the handicap mix from which a new class might evolve. 

Club Regattas were very popular in those days, so us cadets at 
Pevensey would sail round Langney Point to enter both East-
bourne & Artisan’s local regattas and they, in turn, would go to 
PBSC.  

In those days, sailing around the point was, for us in a 10ft boat, 
a bit like rounding Cape Horn - so we always went in a group of 
boats and always with safety boat cover.  Pevensey’s Cadet fleet 
(Squadron 22 ) would also venture further afield, not only to Bex-
hill & Hastings, but also up north to Whitstable, with the help of 
kind parents who transported us.  

Reaching the age of 16, class rules said you had to move onto a 
new class, as the Cadet was  sailed by youngsters.  At that time 
we had an up and coming Naval Architect in the Club.  Phil Mor-
rison was studying in Southampton and, together with another 
member, Bill Twine, was building a few National 12’s and Merlin 
Rockets.   

The N12 is a very good sea and inland racer but, despite having raced in one, the attraction of a spinnaker made 
the Merlin Rocket my choice. So, in June 1966, Dad took my crew and I down to look at a boat in Emsworth. Nuff 
said - boat 992 “Dry Fly” arrived back at Pevensey,  after an eventful trip back - towing a boat plus three in a Mor-
ris Minor 800 cc was not ideal, especially going uphill! 

Sad to say that for the first outing, Dad never got to see us in action, as he passed away the following Saturday 
at the age of 66. 

In 1970 I moved to London for work, so the boat was taken to Ranelagh SC. It was also around then that plans 
were being made to purchase land and move the PBSC club to it’s new position, where it now stands today.  

Whilst in London I was offered the chance to crew in a 505, but this meant changing clubs to the Royal Corinthi-
an YC in Burnham on Crouch.  Thus I accomplished my ambition to race a 505 which had initially been kindled 
by watching by Derek & Robin Farrant (multi national & world champions) and the rest of the Hasting fleet, sailing 
their’s. Maybe also the sight of Derek’s 505 towed behind his Aston Martin may have also had something to do 
with it!! 
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Returning to live in Eastbourne in 1973, my thoughts 
turned again to local sailing.  At that time, there was a 
new boat being produced — the Mirror 14 and very soon 
597 “Knipple Twister” was taking shape in a friend’s gar-
age.  Just like the Mirror 10, it was designed for home 
build, using the infamous stitch & glue method of joining 
sheets of plywood together with fibre-glass tape to form 
the boat, a method developed by Barry Bucknell.  

The Mirror 14 was designed by the great Peter Milne, 
who, amongst other craft, designed the Fireball dinghy. 
As the boat was also sponsored by Mirror Group News-
papers, it had red main & jib, just like it’s smaller sister,  
but it also had a Trapeze!!   

When looking for a Club to race at, again the Fleet Status came into play and I could only join Eastbourne SC , who 
had a fleet already set up. So in Feb 1974 I became a Member.  

I also became involved with the class association, as Eastbourne was to be hosting the 1975 Nationals. The event 
AGM went down in history, as it was there that the Class Association voted to remove itself from the mantle of Mirror 
Group Newspaper and voted, along with the designer, to improve the image of the racing boat and change to white 
sails as well as a few other improvements to the boat and led to it becoming the Marauder, which was the designer ’s 
original name choice. 

In 1978 myself and a fellow Marauder sailor decided to join together 
and purchase a 505, as 4780 “Just-In” was for sale in the club.  Tony 
Gurney & I did a deal with Malcolm Hart, who had Dave Lardner as 
his crew. The boat had originally been owned by Keith Jerkins ( Nick’s 
Dad ) from Bexhill and was the start of Keith’s love of “JUST” named 
boats.  During my time of 505 sailing, up until 2000, I have owned 
three other 505’s : 6843 “Second-Wind”, 7547 “ Out of the Blue” & 
8215 “Greyhound” . 

 

My first Bloody Mary event was in ’82 with Dave Powell-Cullingford 
crewing. Having rigged the boat we went inside to change and came 
out again to find the boat covered in snow.  The racing was good until 
the spinnaker pole end fitting snapped due to the freezing temps so 
after the first lap we had no spinnaker to carry, but still ended up in 
the 40’s.  Later that year we did the Hoo Freezer and had an even 
colder time.  But you have to do these things!  The following year Gra-
ham Harper also crewed with me. 

In 1983, I came across a 18ft Skiff for sale in Felpham for £450. It was a wooden hull, but with 3 masts & a ward-
robe of sails, seemed a good bit of fun for the 3 of us.  Fun it was, if a little time consuming for the rescue boat 
crews!  The largest masthead spinnaker, if not very quickly dropped back into the boat, would almost always end 
up in the water and be sailed over, which meant a capsize. The boat had sufficient buoyancy to be self support-
ing, but when uprighted, and the crew climbed aboard the boat sunk just under the surface. Perhaps it was tell-
ing us we were too heavy!  Never mind, sheet in the main & jib and just like a submarine, she popped out of the 
water and shot off at great speed! 

Seaweek that year was fun.  When the boats cruised down to Beachy Head lighthouse, 9 of us set out in the skiff 
and had a good leg to the tower. Heading back we raised the kite, albeit a smaller size so we could see where 
we were going. Having got back to the pier I gave the command to drop kite. By the time it was housed, we had 
passed the clubhouse and were almost down at Princes Park, with a quick beat up again to get back to the club 
beach!   What a great time was had by all. The boat was named “Lunatic Fringe” - says it all ! 

About then, Brian Holt (also a 505 sailor) and I started sailing together as and when our crews were not available 
and this started an 18 year partnership that would cover the last two 505s,  a Flying Dutchman 359  “Long Time 
Coming” and, briefly, a Dart 18.   

When Brian couldn’t sail due to work shift patterns in 1991, I teamed up with Jean and we purchased a Lark din-
ghy, 1371 “JP” on the advice of Stephen Jones & his crew Alison, as they were looking for competition and hop-
ing for the start of a new Class in the club. 

1992 was the Lark Nationals at Abersoch, in September!    Nothing opened on a Sunday, all the activities apart 
from sailing closed up as the kids had gone back to school.   Oh, and it blew a gale all week. We raced 3 times 
in 7 days, the rest of the time the storm cones were raised! But did it deter us? Not a bit, we ended up having 3 
more Larks, 1943 “JP2”, 2048 “Nookie” (with a distinctive footprint patterned spinnaker!) and 2329.  
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In 1997 Brian & I came across a flying Dutchman up at Bewl Valley which the 
owner wanted to sell, so we arrived back at the club with another new toy, 
GBR 359 “Long Time Coming”.  

Brian and I quickly found that the Dutchman a really great boat for us, which 
Nigel Pipe had been trying to get us to change over to for so many years be-
fore. The FD is a great seaboat, length being the key & very stable in a blow. It 
could easily be depowered when required. 

We went to Abersoch for the FD Nationals, being held on the same course as 
part of Abersoch dinghy week, along with 300 odd boats, not fun. A light drif-
ing day on the middle Wednesday, saw us go through 2 boxes of cigars. Not 
what you expect from a Nationals event at all.  

In 2000 the FD was sold to an FD sailor in Spain and Jean & I had a very full 
on 4 day trip down to Madrid & back, dodging the fuel blockades to deliver it to 
him. 

Brian and I then tried out assymetric sailing, with 
a Boss andthen an Iso.  Neither really suited us, 
so they were both sold abroad and Brian decided 
the time right to give up sailing and do other 
things. As he says, “ I have sailed both 505 and 
an FD, a good time to stop when you’ve had the 
best”!  I can’t argue  with that.  

Times change and now new boats are on the 
scene and I have enjoyed my 2 RS 400’s—
initially with Jean, but also for the past 10 years 
with Ben Gosling-Davis.  It is just a shame that 
other than the Alto, there isn’t a single trapeze 
assymmetric, that those of a certain all up weight 
can race in.  

During my time at Eastbourne I have also played a part on committees.  From 1976  onwards as Sailing Sec (for 
many years), also  Vice Commodore a couple of times and, of course, Commodore in 1990 & 1991, plus other 
positions. Out of all the events staged at Eastbourne, I think the 2 most prestigious must surely have been The 
Royal Sovereign Offshore Race and the FD v 505 Salver!  Both events ran for many years and brought a wealth 
of sailing talent to our club, including World & National Champions and also Olympians to boot!  

The Royal Sovereign originally passed around the Lightship and then more lately, in the late Seventies, the Light 
Tower that now stands almost 7 miles offshore. The course was triangular from the Club start line, down to Cow 
Gap, then out to the Tower, then into Cooden on due North transit. The final leg was back along the coastline to 
the Finish off the Club. The smallest boat allowed to take part was the Albacore, as a time limit for the race of 6 
hours made it impractical for others to get round. 

Smaller craft however could take part in the Half Sovereign, which although still using the marks at Cow Gap & 
Cooden only went 1 ½ miles offshore. 

The Safety cover for this event was obviously paramount and we hired in a fleet of local fishing & sporting boat 
crews, as well as boats from all the neighbouring clubs. It was a truly unique event & we claimed to be the fur-
thest offshore event held in the UK for sailing Dinghies & Catamarans! 

The FD v 505 event was another first for Eastbourne, being the only event where 2 different class of dinghy 
raced against each other without any yardstick being used. The first boat over the finish line was the winner!  
This event was the brain child of Jim Law who raced his FD at the Club, and was also a past Commodore. It was 
around the time of the discussion about which boat was a better option as the Olympic selection (for which the 
FD was duly selected).  However, Jim thought it would be good to race the boats together anyway,as did many 
of those who raced both boats and so a good sized event was always to be seen.  If you get a chance to view 
the names engraved on the Eastbourne Salver trophy, you may recognise many of them, or at least their sailing 
achievements at the highest levels.   

Many memories for sure! 

My nominees for future articles are Dave Lardner and Peter Dives.  

(Editor’s Note: Let’s go for Peter Dives for May and Dave Lardner for June then!) 

 

Peter Daigneault 
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www.sailing-at-eastbourne.co.uk 

Keep an eye on the club’s website through the season.  

It will be updated with photo galleries, newsletters and 

press articles. 

Kay Fenton’s super photos from the recent Fitting Out 

Supper are now in the Photo Galleries section and some 

other new Galleries have been set up as well. 

If anyone takes some photos they are happy to be up-

loaded to the website, please e-mail them to me at 

m.fryer4@sky.com 

 

Mark Fryer 

Next issue: May 2015 

For Sale 

 

The club is planning on selling two of the Toppers from the Training Fleet.  Anyone interested in buying them 
for use at the club will get first preference.  Please see Mick Whitmore for details. 

 

Cliff Heath is selling a drysuit, two spray tops and a wetsuit.  They have had very little use and no reasona-
ble offer will be rejected,  Please contact Cliff on: 

clifford.heath@sky.com 

Tel: 07808-056 673 


