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Finally, the good weather returned this year and we 

did not suffer the usual weeks on end of horren-

dous weather that cause mayhem with our sailing 

calendar. 

This year has been very different and we have been 

lucky to have virtually achieved all that was planned.  A 

remarkable achievement thanks to everyone's commit-

ment and active participation.  The exception was the 

loss of the RS200 / RS800 event due to a gale.   On the 

positive side, the last time an Open event had to be 

cancelled was over a decade ago and so I suppose it 

was inevitable.  

Much has happened throughout the season and it has 
all been captured and reported on via the excellent  

Newsletters produced throughout the year by the Communications Officer, Mark Fryer. 

For me, personally, the highlight was the Open Day attracting the highest number of folk all wishing 
to try out sailing on a day that just could not be bettered. The water was awash with Dart 16s and every adult 
and child returned with a huge grin, with some ending up joining.  The other event was Bart's Bash where so 
many participated, in trying conditions, to support the ideals and memory of Andrew Simpson, whilst being part 

of Guinness Book of World Records attempt. 
 
There are still a few sailing days to go before the Club closes for the winter and on the Social front there is the 
all important Laying Up Supper at the Hydro Hotel, followed by the Complimentary Buffet at the Club. The Lay-
ing Up Supper is all about celebrating the successes of the year and is the opportunity for everyone to have a 
good time in very nice surroundings, be amongst friends and do some dancing. 

The AGM is held at the Club on the 14th December and is a formal meeting which has to take place every year. 

It really would be good to see everyone attend, new members included, for it would show how much the Club 

means to everyone and can be very motivational for the army of volunteers  who have assisted in managing our 

great club. So, see you all there then!  In the meantime the Nominations Form is on the notice board (the Easel) 

and is where a member can identify themselves as willing to undertake a role during 2015. Please seek out ex-

isting committee folk, should you require further information.  

As I said earlier, it does take an army of volunteers to run the club and because I do not wish to miss mentioning 

someone I will simply say to everyone, including my Executive team, a sincere thank you for the support, dedi-

cation and commitment shown. My tenure as your Commodore comes to an end at the AGM and I hope a suc-

cessor will come forward to take over the reins.  It is very important for an organisation such as ours to have 

someone at the helm and during the last twenty something years this has been the case. 

It has been an honour and a privilege to have served you and I hope I have made some difference. 

 

Graham Tomlin 

 

Commodore 

A Good Year! 



 

 
2014 | Nov/Dec 

tacking and gybing in their Moths, Peter Dives will be at Bough Beech with his Contender giving them a run for 
their money, Peter Hayward is at Bewl reservoir with his Musto skiff getting better and better all the time and 
whilst Mick Whitmore and Sarah Smith will be taking their RS800 away as well, though not letting on where they 
are going just yet!  As for myself, it's unlikely I’ll be taking the A-class anywhere as there aren’t many inland 
places to sail a big cat  However, the Laser may see an outing or two. 
 
If you feel a little cabin fever going on during January or February, then have a think about getting a sail in 
alongside other Eastbourne members at these great locations. It's nice to see so many of us still holding the flag 
up for ESSC during our closed season.  
 
One event I will be participating in again is the Bloody Mary on Saturday 10th January at Queen Mary SC. For 
an hour and 20 minute drive you too can join 350 other dinghies in the biggest pursuit race in the UK!  I have 
sailed it for a few years now and cannot recommend it highly enough. Yes its mental, and the changing rooms 
are 'busy', but the sailing is brilliant and certainly sharpens up your boat handling abilities! I will be doing it in my 
dad's RS400, possibly with Ben Gosling-Davis. Even if you don't want to sail I urge you to come and watch as 
the spectacle is simply awesome!  Nikki enjoys watching it so come join us!  
  
As for the rest of 2015, planning is well underway. Much of the sailing programme is already pencilled in 
with our first sail being on the 15th March and our two regular opens, the RS800/RS200s on the 10th/11th May 
and the Catamarans/Contenders on the 30th/31st May.  Yes they are close together, but, believe me, this is a 
good thing!  As for the rest of the 2015 season, I’m aiming to include plenty of committee boat starts, refresher 
courses on our safety boats and bridge duties, Bart’s Bash 2, another Laser training day and even may-
be different courses. It's certainly going to be a busy year but I’m sure we’ll be up to the task.  
 
If you think you can help the Sailing Committee, please don't hesitate to come and speak to me. We always wel-
come new ideas and suggestions and maybe this can be your way to put something back into your sailing club! 
 
That just leaves me to say that I hope everyone has a Happy Christmas and a wonderful New Year!  
  
 
Ben Daigneault 
 
Sailing Secretary 

Another year gone! 
Well folks, 2014 is almost over and my god 

didn’t it just fly past! 

I’m sure you would all agree with me that we’ve 
enjoyed a fantastic year’s sailing that wouldn’t 
have been possible without the efforts of every-
one who has contributed to the organising and 
running of our club.  I would like to take this op-
portunity to personally thank each and every 
member of the sailing committee for their hard 
work and dedication this year. It really has made 
my job so much easier and makes all the differ-
ence, so thank you guys!  
 
With only a few weeks of our season remaining 
my thoughts turn to possibly doing some winter 
sailing. I already know that Alex Koukourakis and 
Rob Pike will be at Queen Mary perfecting their 

Welcome! 
 
A very warm welcome to the club to the following new members: 
 
Paul Jenkins (Ind), Tabitha Jenkins (Soc), Peter Jenkins (Jun), Henry Kaplan 
(Cadet), Lawrence Kaplan (Soc) 
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From the Galley 

It will soon be the season of good cheer, so one of the first  Christmas events for us all is the complimentary 

buffet, which is being held on 21st December in the clubhouse after sailing.  We would love to see the club-
house bursting at the seams with jolly folk all happy to part with some money for the raffle!  On that note, 
Nikki would be most grateful if some of you would kindly donate raffle prizes.  
 
A date for much later is the Fitting Out Supper next year, set for the 7th March 2015.  It is a very popular 
evening and there will be a limit on tickets, so please book early with more information to follow. 

 
The galley will be open for drinks and cakes on the 28th December from 10:30 which is the day everyone 
should be moving their boat off the beach. 
 
Lynne and I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for the support during the season and we 
hope to continue for another year. 
 
Liz Tomlin 

Boat Moving 

The date for moving boats of the beach this year is Sunday 28 December, starting at 10.30am. 

The fee this year is the same as usual—£15 for a Topper, Pico or Laer, £25 for anything else.  Payment can 
be made by cash or cheque (payable to ESSC) and handed to myself at the club, or online via our website 
www.sailing-at-eastbourne.co.uk using the bank transfer page.  Please remember to select “winter Boat 
Storage” in the reason box.  Remember, if you haven’t informed me, then I won’t know you’ve paid! 

Please also remember that your craft should be displaying an ESSC berthing sticker somewhere on the 
transom.  If it is not, then a new one can be obtained from our Membership Secretary, Peter Dives.  Your 
boat must have a sticker by the time we move and I will be checking in the coming weeks. 

If you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

 

Ben Daigneault 

dart2309@googlemail.com 

Well done and thank you to Gary Smith and his team of 
helpers who gave up a number of weekends to  anti-foul 
and re-furb Seahorse recently. 

She looks absolutely smashing, particularly now that 
she also has her new engines too!  

All ready to go for next season! 

Well done! 


