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Contenders at ESSC 

The Contenders visited the club over the weekend 7/8 June 
for the 6th round of their Travellers Trophy to be greeted by 
a beautiful Eastbourne day.  Warm and sunny with a fresh-
ening south westerly.  Expectations were high.   

Everything was ready for a prompt start at 1pm but then the 
wind gods decided otherwise.  The wind started to veer and 
decrease finally going through 90 degrees.  The race team 
postponed and reset the course to the new north westerly 
direction.  Once completed it went back to the south west 
and another course reset.  Who would be a race officer? 

The wait was worthwhile.  Code flag Oscar for free pumping 
was flying, the wind was gusting to 18 knots and the sea was 
building – perfect.  Immediately, Simon Mussel showed that 
he has lost none of his upwind speed in a breeze by comfort-
ably winning the first two races and finishing a close second 
in the third.  Gary Langdown, in yet another new boat, and 
Stuart Jones chased hard.  

Langdown managed to snatch the final race from Mussel to put him second overall at the end of the day.  Jones could only 
manage third overall with a 2, 3 and 4, probably his worst result for years!  Carl Tagoe did manage to disrupt the leading trio 
to grab a third in race 2 to put him fourth overall and Tom  Hooton, showing improving speed in a breeze, recorded 5, 6, and 
5 to be fifth at the end of the day.  But the day belonged to Mussel who won Peter’s Pot (the trophy named in memory of 
ESSC’s Peter Wadman) for the leader on the first day. 

Sunday dawned a beautiful seaside day for holiday makers!  Not a cloud in the sky and the gentlest of breezes ruffling the 
water.  A perfect beach day.  To the disbelief of most, the race officer signalled that he would start on time, but, as the boats 
made their way to the start area, the breeze started to increase and, by the time of the start, was 6/8 knots.  The race officer 
set a large course with the expectation that the wind would strengthen, but it didn’t.  

Again three boats broke clear of the pack but this time Peter Dives took the place of Mussel whose attributes, which had 
proved such an asset in the breezier stuff, were now a handicap.  In the first race Jones rounded first followed by Dives and 
then Langdown.  At the final leeward mark the three rounded in a group with Dives leading followed by Langdown and Jones.  
Langdown tacked off to go for the pin end of the line and, at the finish, only 2 seconds separated the three with Langdown 
slipping through to win, Dives second and Jones third. 

The second and third races were sailed in similar conditions and normal service was resumed with Jones winning both com-
fortably followed by Langdown.  The lighter conditions brought some other faces nearer to the front of the fleet with Roger 
White and Tim Humphries having a good day and Guy Marks, new to the Contender and doing his first sea event, having his 
best result of the event. 

When all the points were added up, Mussel had slipped to third overall having been overtaken by Langdown and Jones who 
finished first and second respectively. Dives was promoted to fourth at the expense of Tagoe, who finished fifth. Gary Lang-
down thanked Mick Whitmore and his race team and Eastbourne Sovereign Sailing Club for an excellent event. 

 

Peter Dives 
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Busy Busy Busy! 

I don’t know about the rest of you, but there 

has been so much going on at the club in the 

last month that my head is spinning! 

We started in June by having our annual Multi-

hull / Contender Open Event.  Luckily for us, 

the weather forecast played ball and we were 

able to provide our guests with some fantastic 

racing. Both fleets thoroughly enjoyed them-

selves and praised ESSC for an excellent 

event, which would not hve been possible 

without the help of our volunteers who gave 

up their time over the weekend.  My personal 

New Members 

 

A very warm welcome to the club to the following members who have 

joined recently: 

 

Efi Kagalari (Academy)   Richard Dilley (Individual) 

Neil Davie (Academy)   Ben Whitmore (Social) 

Ben Ashworth (Junior)   Charlene Robson (Social 

Ben’s Bit 

thanks to each and every one of you! 

The following weekend saw the return of the Federation Event, this year hosted by hastings & St Leobards SC.  

Six of our members made the journey to enter four boats in the event, and RS800, a dart 16 and two Lasers.  De-

spite some of the clubs entering more boats, we till came away holding our heads high, finishing 3rd club  out of 5.  

It just shows the excellence of our club racing eek in week out that has given us the skills to be truly competitive.  I 

hope next year we can send many more to Newhaven & Seaford SC and just may be see the return of the trophy 

to Eastbourne! 

I now look ahead and am glad to return to regular sailing and racing at weekends.  We are now well into the Sum-

mer racing programme and we have already had some brilliant sunshine and sea breezes.  May there be many 

more ahead of us! 

Ben Daigneault 

Sailing Secretary 
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Bart’s Bash 

As most of you will know, the Andrew Simpson Sailing Foundation are putting on the biggest race in the 
history of our sport on Sunday 21 September, to commemorate the memory of Andrew “Bart” Simpson. 

The event is called “Bart’s Bash” and is a single sailing race across sailing clubs all over the world. 

For us, this will be a normal Sunday morning race starting at 11am.  We will race in the normal format 
on our normal course set over a specific distance, after which the results will be collected and sent off 
to Bart’s Bash HQ and we will be able to see how we fared against some of the best sailors in the 
world!  Stars who have already signed up include Sir Ben Ainslie, Iain Percy and Jimmy Spithill! 

All sailors competing will be joining in a Guinness World Record attempt at the largest sporting event in 
history.  Its big stuff alright! 

The website alone is worth taking a look at nd ESSC has its very own page!  Check it out at 
www.bartsbash.co.uk and get yourself signed up (you can still sign up manually on the day). 

 

Ben Daigneault 

Calling all volunteers! 

 

We need help with manning Legacy on the 23rd , 24th, 25th and 26th 

August.  Our neighbours Pevensey Bay SC are holding The National 

12’s Burton Week over 4 days and have asked us if we could send 

Legacy to provide additional safety cover. 

If you think you can help or have any questions, please see the no-

ticeboard or Ben Dago. 

PRATT Series Update 

This year’s PRATT Series is hotting up to be one of the best ever, with record turnouts, great sailing, close competition 
and, of course, fantastic food! 

At the time of writing, the top ten on the leaderboard is very close, with Marilyn Dewar leading the way and wearing the 
coveted pink top, closely followed by Mark Fryer, Ben Daigneault, Mick Whitmore, James P-C and Alex Koukourakis.  The 
vastly improved Keith Vercoe and Bobby Eldridge are also in the mix and the series will almost certainly not be settled 
until the last race! 

A number of the leading lights have played their jokers now, but holidays, discards etc will still have an effect and who 
knows what will happen! 

The fleet size has increased again this year and we are now averaging 20-25 Lasers on the start line, in addition to the 
Dart 16s competing in their THRATT Series!  Its particularly pleasing to see some of our newer and less experienced mem-
bers joining in.  Gary and Ricky are continuing to give some on the water training each evening and a number of people 
are really benefitting from that. 

If you’re not sailing, why not still come down and watch the action?  We’re getting some lovely evenings on the patio 
now and the bar and galley are both open. 

 

Mark Fryer 



 

 
2014 | July 

Sea Week Social Programme! 
 
 

Our ever popular Sea Week will soon be here and listed below is all you need to 

know about the social programme which has been arranged for you all: 

 

Thurs 14 Aug: Games Night from 7pm featuring 

 Hot Dog Easting Competition!  How quickly can you eat 10 hot dogs?! Can you be 

the “top dog”?!  Only 6 place available. 

 Kinect Bowling and/or Table Tennis tournament. 

 Matt’s Poker Table . Could you have that winning hand?! 

 Please sign up for the hot dog eating competition and the poker table on the notice

 board, so that we can prepare accordingly. 

 

Fri 15 Aug:  BBQ / Takeaways, weather permitting!  Chilled evening in preparation for the big 

evening on Saturday! 

 

Sat 16 Aug: MASQUERADE PARTY! 

From 7.30pm.  Entry requirements: bring something to eat and wear a mask!  

There will be instant photography and props at designated points in the evening and, if every-

one brings something to eat, some tables of food. 

Please sign up on the noticeboard if you would like to come and please also make a note of 

what you can bring  The bar will also be stacked for a night of masked madness! 

 

Sun 17 Aug:  The club will be staying open for the end of Airborne fireworks 

 

Nikki Norman 

Social Secretary 
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