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NEW SEASON WELCOME
With the new season only 10 days
away, at the time of writing, it
is remarkable how quickly this
winter has gone by! Let’s just
hope that the extreme weather
we experienced a week or so ago
doesn’t return in time for our first
day of sailing!
As always, there has been quite a
bit of activity off the water at the
club during the winter months.
The Sailing Committee have been
busy putting together this year’s
programme and duty rota. There
are one or two exciting new events
taking place this year, which you’ll
hear about later. A lot of work has
been carried out on “Seahorse”
and “Legacy”, ensuring that they
are both ready for the new season
and that their equipment is up
to date. Last, but by no means
least, some more refurbishment
has taken place in the clubhouse.
Gary and Lynn and a willing band
of volunteers have extended the

work done in the clubroom last year
to spruce up the entrance hall and
stairwell. They’ve been doing a great
job and its really looking terrific! Gary
has also hand made a new table for
us which is now sitting proudly in the
clubroom. It has already been very
much admired by the Committees who
have been using it in the Winter months.
Well done and thank you Gary!
We’re also very much looking forward to
welcoming Rene Eldridge to the Galley
this year. Rene is taking over the Galley
from the beginning of the season and
do please come and support her.
A big thank you to all of the volunteers
sitting on Committees and / or helping
out elsewhere in the club. It wouldn’t
function without all of the hard work
that goes on. We’re now all set for a
cracking season! Enjoy!
Mark Fryer | Communications Officer
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BOARD-SHED
**Please note**
The executive committee
have now strictly prohibited
access to the board-shed
at the side of the club due
to safety concerns. Any
frequently used equipment
has been moved to the
sail shed. If you have any
concerns, please contact
rear commodore Dick
Bromage.

DUTY ROTA
Please remember to confirm
your duties on Duty Man
as soon as possible. Once
the season starts, it is your
responsibility to swap duties
if necessary, but you may
also contact Rota Officer
Louise Hilder on louise.
hilder@outlook.com, who
will be happy to provide
additional help if needed.

SAILING NEWS
There’s lots to look forward to in our
sailing calendar this season.
Key early dates include boats back
on the beach on Saturday 24 March
and then sailing itself commences on
Sunday 25th March. The following
weekend is the Easter weekend
and it presents you all with a great
opportunity to get some early extra
practice in! There’s racing on both the
Sunday and Bank Holiday Monday.
The Wednesday Evening Series
commences on 25 April, where last
year’s PRATT champion Mick Harker
will be the man to beat!
Other dates to look out for include
the Bridge Refresher on Wednesday

18 April and the Safety Boat Refresher
on Saturday 28 April. These are both
great opportunities to brush up on
your skills, or re-familiarise yourself
with aspects you may have forgotten!
You may have noticed from the sailing
programme that there are one or two
new events this year. We are teaming
up with our neighbours at Pevensey
Bay Sailing Club four times this year
for some joint racing, one day at each
club, plus 2 Sprint Races over the
course of the season. These events
will add some interesting variation to
our regular club racing and one of the
events will coincide with Bart’s Bash,
an event which is all about getting lots
people out on the water sailing.

We’re also hosting three Open Meetings
this year. We welcome the Aeros on 21
July, the Moths on 11/12th August and
the Skiffs on 8/9th September. Please
look out for the volunteers’ sign up
sheets for these events and do sign up
early if you can, to ensure that we can
be confident that all the important jobs
are covered early.
Well done to the two Bens (Daigneault
and Gosling-Davis) and the rest of the
Sailing Committee for their hard work
over the winter in getting everything
ready for the new season.

CALLING ALL PRATTS!
The start of the PRATT series is but a few weeks away! Wednesday April 25th
is the first sail, so time to dust off those Lasers, cast your minds back to your
handicap from 2017 and dig deep to find that competitive streak!

DID YOU KNOW?

Keep your eyes peeled for the Wednesday Night Menus and prepare to have
your taste buds tickled with Rene’s delicious menu!

When the time comes round
for you to renew your club
membership, hop onto the
club website!
If you renew/apply for your
membership with Noble Marine, having clicked on the
link from the website, the
club gets a commission!
This is a great, (FREE!) and
easy way of earning a few
more pennies for the club.

SAFETY BOATS UPDATE
A big thank you to our boatswains Gary, Steve and Andrew and their trusty band of helpers for working so hard in the cold
weather to get “Seahorse” and “Legacy” ready for the new season. Both boats have been anti-fouled, all engines serviced
and both are looking great and ready to go. The upgrades to “Seahorse” include a brand new GPS system! Don’t forget
we’ve got a Motorboat refresher day taking place on 28 April. It will be a great opportunity to brush up on boat handling
and mark laying skills and we’ll also show you how to use the new GPS!
We are also very grateful to Peter Daigneault for the extremely generous donation of an additional safety boat to the fleet.
The new RIB, which the Sailing Committee will name “Greyhound” (after one of Dago’s former sailing dinghies) is a smaller
RIB which can be launched from the beach, like “Legacy”. “Greyhound” will be undergoing sea trials early in the new
season. Thanks again Dago!

BOSUN STORE
The Bosun’s’ room is back open for business!
Fully stocked, with everything from rope, to boots for all your
needs!
Gary is currently running a special offer for club members, so pop
along and see what he has to offer!

5 MINUTES WITH....
5 Minutes with: NICK ELDRIDGE
1) What was your first boat? - Cadet
2) Best Sailing Memory - Finishing 18th out of 250 at the Cadet
nationals in 1974.
3) Favourite TV Show - Emmerdale
4) What is your occupation? - High Voltage Site Project Supervisor
5) What is your role at ESSC? - Commodore
6) Who is your Favourite Music Artist? - Pink Floyd
7) What is your favourite meal? - Steak
8) Who would be your ideal drinking buddy? And Why? - Jon
Snow - he can tell me the whole story.
9) If you were stranded on an Island and could have 2 things,
what would you choose? - A Guitar, always wanted to play but
never had the time, and an endless supply of Corona beer.
10) Your Best Guess for the PRATT winner 2018? - Mark Smith One to watch in his new Aero!

CASINO NIGHT IN PICTURES

What's in store?

2018
We have a packed season in the pipeline, with 3 open events!

Keep your eyes peeled for the final sailing that will be published over the coming months.
As ever we need as much help as possible with the open events. Where you can, keep these dates available in your diaries, as it is all hands on deck! Let’s keep ESSC on the map!

MARCH
SUNDAY

SAILING STARTS

JULY

SATURDAY

25

Be ready for the chilly
Warming Pan series!

AUGUST

MOTH OPEN 11-12th

SEPTEMBER

A big welcome to the
Foiling Moth fleet to our
club.

SATURDAY

SATURDAY

11

21

08

AERO 1 DAY OPEN
We are welcoming the
Aero fleet for their first
visit to ESSC.

SKIFF OPEN 8-9th
Welcome back to the
RS800s, B14s and Musto
Skiffs!

