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And Relax….. 

Now all that hard work for our Opens is out the 
way, its time to relax with Seaweek right around the 
corner. 
 
This offers the opportunity to mess about on the water, 
or laze about on the beach enjoying our club by day and 
night, with sailing on the water and excellent social 
events in the evenings. 
 
Free sailing will be on offer between 12:00 and 16:00 
each day, or maybe even later if conditions permit! 
 
It is also an excellent opportunity to swap crews/boats 
and invite friends and family down to enjoy the atmos-
phere and even tempt them out onto the water.  
 

A very warm welcome to the club to Guy Lonsdale and Adrian Hewitt, who have recently joined the club 

as Social and Individual members respectively. 

The Saturday at the end of Seaweek marks the final Junior Regatta between ourselves and Spray. We are 
actively trying to recruit some new Junior Members and this will be an ideal time to give them that club buzz 
that we all enjoy week in week out.  
 
It would be great to see as many people at the club as possible to promote ourselves and possibly even 
give them try-outs on some of our more high performance boats!  The Juniors all have RYA Level 2 already 
and with our very generous membership offer, they just need that group push into racing!  
  
My congratulations to our newly qualified Academy Members who last week passed their RYA Level 2 
qualifications. Many of them are now interested in carrying on their sailing with a view possibly into racing! 
If you see any of these members, please make them feel at home by chatting to them and introducing them 
to other members. 
 
The 23rd - 26th August is the National 12 Burton Cup at Pevensey Bay and, as usual, we are supplying 
Legacy to help them with safety boat cover. Many thanks to those who have already signed up to man Leg-
acy on the notice board, however we still are in need of people! If you think you can help, please sign up on 
the notice board or see me if you have any questions.  
 
Pevensey Bay are once again hosting the Martello race on the 6th of September. Last year many people 
commented on how they wished they had taken part, so to that end ,we have requested the NOR and SI's 
for this event from PBSC. As soon as it is published, we will send them out via our membership secretary, 
Peter Dives.  
 
It just leaves me to say have a great Seaweek and a good holiday for those of you going away.  As always, 
you can keep abreast of club activities by keeping a keen eye on the notice board.  Its packed with infor-
mation, events and various sign-up sheets! 
 
Ben Daigneault 
Sailing Secretary 
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This year the club ran a shorter training 

season, with more trainees on the 6 day 

course.  

Out of the 11 starters I am pleased to say that 

8 have or are on track to pass. 

Last weekend saw the last official 2014 train-

ing Saturday at the club with 6 new members 

getting their certificates. Becky, Kate, Lewis, 

Richard and Jan all achieved level 2 with Leo 

getting his stage 2. Helen and Neil just have a 

couple of things to finish but I have now doubt 

they will be joining the list soon.  

Training Update 

You may have already seen some of them sailing round the course on Wednesday night in the club’s Lasers and 
Picos.  If you see them around, please make them feel welcome.  If you require a crew for a day, its always worth 
putting a post on the Facebook group a couple of days before (or send me an email), as we now have lots of bud-
ding people keen to try different boats and get on the water. 
 
If you do follow our Facebook group you may have also seen an article where two people had a lucky escape at 
Hastings. They were thrown from their powerboat but unfortunately were not wearing a kill cord.  The boat then 
went into a tight spin luckily missing the crew. The crew swam back to shore leaving the RNLI to bring the out of 
control boat to a stop.  
 
This incident shows the importance of wearing the kill cord at all time when using any powerboat. Take it 
from someone who has fallen out a boat – it’s not nice sign watching it go away from you and it would be 
even worse if you knew it wasn't going to stop! 
 
Ricky Whitmore 
Training Officer 

Hello 

My name is Jan and I’m one of the new Academy members who, with about 11 others one sunny Saturday 
morning in June, was introduced to sailing by the very enthusiastic Ricky Whitmore. 

So enthusiastic is your chief instructor that within a few hours, he had us all ‘cast away!  Myself, within 
minutes of my first manoeuvre, was baptized (I mean capsized) and not for the last time.  

As the course progressed, we had the pleasure of being taught by Mark, Amanda, Henry, Graham and Char-
lie to name a few. I’m sure that I speak for all of us when I say that all the club members that we met were so 
willing to pass on their advice and in turn made us feel welcome and very much a part of the club. 

Miraculously, after a soggy start and with a bit of grit, not very much skill and a lot of luck ( I understand these 
attributes are essential for a successful pratt racing), I was very proud to be presented with my Level 2 RYA 
certificate. 

What a great introduction to sailing…….see you all out there. 

Jan Hillier 

Hello from Jan! 

A gentle reminder that a buoyancy aid must be worn at all times on the water, whether in a sailing boat 

or in a safety boat.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 
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Bart’s Bash – Sunday 21st September 2014 

We have registered to take part in Bart’s Bash, the largest sailing event in the world. We will be racing against 570 clubs 

in 50 different countries and against Yachts, dinghies and windsurfers.  

Our club is registered on Bart’s Bash site here http://www.bartsbash.co.uk/club/eastbourne-sovereign-sailing-club and 
you can now sign up to race on the day. If you do race on the day, you will be racing against Ben Ainslie in a Finn, Iain 
Percy in a Star, Paul Goodison in a Moth, Jimmy Spithill in a Melges E-Scow and Loick Peyron in his Trimaran.  
By entering the race now, our club will get an idea as to the number of people who intend to race on the day and it will 

also give us a good representation on the website.  

The event is a fundraiser for the Andrew Simpson Sailing Foundation, www.andrewsimpsonsailing.org.uk and they are 
asking for a donation from each person over the age of 14 who intends to sail.  Once you have signed up, you can create 
a just giving page which can then be used to spread the word and get people to sponsor you.  
The team at Bart’s Bash have also created a Sponsorship form, which is available from your event organiser.  Further 

copies can be downloaded from the website, as can posters and banners if you want to share the event.  

It would be great if as a club, we could rally round and support this great cause whilst having our clubs largest race on 

the water and racing against a “who’s who of sailing superstars”.  

In order to complete the registration. 

Click here www.bartsbash.co.uk 

Click Sign me up 

Enter your details, club and boat 

Create a just giving page 

Raise some money.  

If you have any questions along the way, contact Ben Daigneault here dart2309@googlemail.com  

For the Launch video Alignment click here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EhivBnekVrk  

For other videos of who has signed up, click here http://www.bartsbash.co.uk/video-wall  

For regular updates, like our facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/bartsbash?ref_type=bookmark  

 

The Bart’s Bash Team 

THE LARGEST SAILING RACE 
IN THE WORLD, 21ST SEPTEMBER 2014 

http://www.bartsbash.co.uk/club/eastbourne-sovereign-sailing-club
http://www.andrewsimpsonsailing.org.uk
http://www.bartsbash.co.uk
mailto:dart2309@googlemail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EhivBnekVrk
http://www.bartsbash.co.uk/video-wall
https://www.facebook.com/bartsbash?ref_type=bookmark
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Sea Week! 
 
 

Our ever popular Sea Week will soon be here, running from 11-15 August and, as 

usual, there will be safety boat cover every day between 12.00 and 16.00 to ena-

ble free sailing for all, weather dependent of course.  If we are ;ucky enough to get 

glorious conditions, we may even stay out a while longer! 

We do request that anyone wishing to free sail considers putting themselves down 

for a stint or two on the safety boat during the week, as it will need manning.  A 

roster sheet for this will be put on the noticeboard along side the sea week social 

notices and so please take the time to check it out. 

We’re also expecting a visit from Pevensey Bay towards the latter part of the 

week, to come and enjoy our hospitality and fantastic Galley! 

Listed below is all you need to know about the social programme which has been 

arranged for you all: 

 

Thurs 14 Aug: Games Night from 7pm featuring 

 Hot Dog Easting Competition!  How quickly can you eat 10 hot dogs?! Can you be 

the “top dog”?!  Only 6 place available. 

 Kinect Bowling and/or Table Tennis tournament. 

 Matt’s Poker Table . Could you have that winning hand?! 

 Please sign up for the hot dog eating competition and the poker table on the notice

 board, so that we can prepare accordingly. 

 

Fri 15 Aug:  BBQ / Takeaways, weather permitting!  Chilled evening in preparation for the big 

evening on Saturday! 

 

Sat 16 Aug: MASQUERADE PARTY! 

From 7.30pm.  Entry requirements: bring something to eat and wear a mask!  

There will be instant photography and props at designated points in the evening and, if every-

one brings something to eat, some tables of food. 

Please sign up on the noticeboard if you would like to come and please also make a note of 

what you can bring  The bar will also be stacked for a night of masked madness! 

 

Sun 17 Aug:  The club will be staying open for the end of Airborne fireworks 

 

Nikki Norman & Ben Daigneault 
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The month of July will be remembered by 

the town for two tragic events. 

 

First it was the downgrading of its local hospi-

tal, having suffered the loss of a further core 

service and then this was followed by the dev-

astating pier fire. 

On Wednesday the 30th July around 3.30pm, 

I and other members witnessed huge 

plumes of initially  black smoke coming from 

From the Commodore 

the shore, somewhere in the vicinity of the pier. The sound of the sirens of the numerous fire appliances, ambu-
lances and police vehicles was deafening and quite scary.  Soon after, in between the ever increasing smoke, we 
could see a huge fire and realised that the pier, shore end, was ablaze. Two immediate concerns hit everyone, 
had everyone escaped off the pier and what toxins were in the air? 
 
As time went on, we learnt that Royal Parade had been closed off to all traffic at both ends, including some other 
roads. Crowds gathered very quickly and the rest of us sat on the patio in horror as the blaze intensified. We learnt 
via the local radio station that the number of fire appliances and fire fighters kept on increasing. 
 
Later on it fell to your Commodore to make the decision whether to proceed with the published Wednesday sailing 
or to abandon it. All of the members listened to the decision to abandon with patience and forbearance. 
 
Thankfully, the following day the authorities announced that there were no casualties. Maybe in the future, mem-
bers might rally together and get involved in the fundraising to restore the pier. 
 
Graham Tomlin 
Commodore 

Thank You! 

A big thank you to Mick Whitmore and his 

team of helpers (Nick Eldridge, Steve God-

dard, Henry Kiernan, Lynne Kiernan, Ioannis 

Pantelidis, Gary Smith, Mark Smith and Gra-

ham Tomlin for giving up an evening last 

month to tidy up the the Grasslands hedges 

and surrounding area. 

It is much appreciated and the whole area 

looks much better! 



Eastbourne Sovereign Sailing Club 

Royal Parade, Eastbourne, BN22 7AA 

Newsletter Editor:  Mark Fryer Next Issue: Sept 2014 
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From the Galley 

The Wednesday evening season is gradually drawing to a close and we would like to thank everyone who 
has supported us.  
 
The PRATT series has most definitely helped us keep our heads above water and encourages us to 
continue delivering a service to all.  
 
Sea Week is imminent and we will be there throughout and fingers crossed the weather will play its part and 
deliver sunshine and manageable wind.  I hear we might get the Pevensey Pirates landing on our beaches 
craving cake! 
  
We would like to take this opportunity to thank the Club for installing the new heat extractor in the galley. Now 
that we have used it in earnest it has transformed our working conditions. There is an unexpected benefit 
when it is in use and that is we both can get a rest from each other as Liz's frequent outbursts cannot be 
heard above the noise of the fan by Lynne and equally Liz does not hear Lynne moaning about all the things 
she (Liz) has done wrong - so tiresome! 
  
 The Galley Team 

The Executive have committed to restoring the water supply to the west beach over the coming months. 
 
The former supply will probably be difficult to find and repair and so some initial investigations will be taking 
place shortly to establish how best to get under the promenade to put in a new supply. 
 
We will probably be needing some volunteers to help with the project  and so please look out for any re-
quests! 
 
Many thanks in advance. 
 
Mark Fryer 
 

Beach Water Supply 

PRATT Series Update 

Its currently very tight at the top of the PRATT ladder!  Marilyn Dewar is the current holder of the coveted pink 
top, but she is being hotly pursued by Mark Fryer, Ben Daigneault, Mick Whitmore and James P-C. 
 
With holidays coming up, the whole picture could change over August and the title will probably go down to 
the very last race at the end of the month! 
 
Its been a tremendous series so far, with more than 20 boats regularly appearing on the start line.  It will be 
exciting to see how the last few weeks unfold and who emerges as the 2014 champion PRATT! 
 


